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Introduction 

 

 

This document is the CNISF contribution for the action engaged at “European Council of Civil Engineers (ECCE)” by the Working Group 

entitled  “European Civil Engineering Heritage”, initiated by Nikos Zygouris (Greece) and chaired now by Gorazd Humar (Slovakia), covering 

the Construction sector during last 250 years.  

It is established using the format of “mini-sheets” recommended by the Working Group. This simple format was chosen in order to easily allow 

to select the most remarkable Works and to allow further synthetic presentation of Works at European level. 

 

The following categories of Works have bee chosen:  

- Bridges,  

- Buildings,  

- Canals and Waterways,  

- Constructions,  

- Dams,  

- Harbours 

- Restored monuments and structures,  

- Transport infrastructures  

- Tunnels. 

 

The number of French cases is higher than initially recommended by the Working Group, but it takes into account various factors such as: 

 

- the dimension of the French territory and  population, which needs developed buildings and constructions, transport infrastructures, 

energy production, etc….. 

- the geography of the French territory, which comprises high mountains, large rivers and estuaries, etc.. 

- the high level of development of transport infrastructures along the ages, 

- the increasing need of energy production, 

- the traditional high level of interest for civil engineering in France. 

 

Selection of French Works takes into account criteria recommended by the Working Group: 

Full objectivity is difficult, so this selection could be revised following advices by Colleagues. 

  

The document is prepared progressively, chapter by chapter: the most recent deals with “Transport structures and infrastructures in the rail field” 
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Documents 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridges 

- Stone bridges 
- Cast iron bridges 
- Iron bridges 
- Steel bridges 
- Concrete bridges 
- Reinforced concrete bridges 
- Prestressed concrete bridges 
- Wood bridge 
- Suspension bridges 
- Cable-stayed bridges 
- Complex bridges 
- Special Bridges 

 
Buildings (Business and Housing) 
 
 
Canals and waterways 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Constructions (Churches, Energy, Industry, Lighthouses, 
Stadiums, Tourism)  
 
Dams 
 
Transport structures and infrastructures :  

 Air transport : 
- Air terminals 
- Airports 
- Aircraft Hangars  
- Airship Hangars  
- Control Towers  
- Wind Tunnels 

 Rail transport  
 Road transport (in progress)  
 Maritime transport (in progress)  

 
Tunnels 
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Main Web sites in relation with the CNISF contribution 

 

 

www.planete-tp.com                                 
Web site of the Association ASCO-TP « Association pour la connaissance des travaux publics » 

Many pictures and information dealing with Civil Engineering in France 

www.structurae.de                                      
Web site « Galerie de base de données internationale d’ouvrages d’art » all around the world 

 29 000 works are registered with historical information, performances and images. 

www.lcpc.fr/fr/sources/genie_civil.dml    
Web site of  « Laboratoire Central des Ponts et Chaussées » 

Images on civil engineering materials, bridges and other works (Particularly Paris bridges) 

www.goupe-vinci.com                               
Web site of the contractor « Entreprise VINCI”  

www.bouygues-construction.com/fr/galerie/index.html             
Web site of the contractor “Entreprise Bouygues-Construction” 

Images of main construction around the world 

www.cimolai.com                                     
Web site of the contractor  “Cimolai Costruzioni Metalliche” 

Images of main construction around the world 

www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/inventai/patrimoine/                                  
Web site of French « Ministère de la Culture (Inventaire des monuments historiques) » 

www.barrages-cfbr.fr/documentation/documentation.html                                  
Web site of « Comité Français des Barrages et Réservoirs ». Information on all french dams. 

www.industrie.gouv.fr/energie/hydro/statbar.htm                               
Web site of the French « Ministère de l’Industrie. Direction générale de l’industrie ». Information and 

pictures on main french dams. 

www.cnr-tm.fr/amenager/electricite2.htm                                           
Web site of  « Compagnie Nationale du Rhône ». Information and pictures of main dams on the Rhône river. 

www.vnf.fr                                               
Web site of « Voies navigables de France ». Information on French canals. 

www.stac.aviation-civile.gouv.fr  
Web site of « Direction Générale de l’Aviation Civile, Service Technique de l’Aviation Civile ». Click on 

« documentation » to have access to the photothèque  

http://ghtn.free.fr/aviation.htm                  
Web site of « Groupe historique de Toussus-le-Noble ». History and images of Toussus airport.  

www.mae.org          
Web site of the French  « Musée de l’air et de l’espace «  

http://phivaast.club.fr/ecausseville/index.htm   
Web site of « Association des amis du hangar à dirigeables de Ecausseville ». History and pictures. 

www.onera.fr                                                        
Web site of  « Office National d’Etudes et Recherche Aérospatiales ». Information on wind tunnels and on 

« Etablissement Central de l’Aérostation Militaire de Meudon ». 

www.cstb.fr/equipements/soufflerie.asp                                               
Website of « Centre Scientifique et Technique du Bâtiment ». Jules Verne wind tunnel. 

www.imft.fr/laboratoires/hist.html             

Website of « Institut de Mécanique des fluides de Toulouse”. Banlève wind tunnel. 

www.aeroportsdeparis.fr                           
Website of « Aéroports de Paris » 

www.servicehistorique.sga.defense.gouv.fr   
Website of the French Defense Ministry 
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www.aerodynamiqueeiffel.fr                     

Website of “Aérodynamique Eiffel”. Information and images of the Eiffel wind tunnel. 

www.cilac.com                                             
Website of “Comité d’Information et de Liaison pour l’Archéologie et la mise en valeur du patrimoine 

industriel » 

http://perso.orange.fr/c.i.e.l/index.htm   
Website comprising detailed information and images on airships hangars. 

www.carnetdevol.org/aerostation/dirigeables.htm  
Website devoted to aeronautics with a special section on “aerostation à Meudon”. 

www.otua.org   

Web site of “Office Technique pour l’utilisation de l’acier” : information on steel bridges and 

buildings 

www.infociments.fr  

Web site of “industrie cimentière de France”. Information on concrete construction.    

www.nievre.equipement.gouv.fr  

Information and pictures of “Canal de Briare” 

www.canaux-historiques.com   

Web site of the European Terra project, dealing with canals in Sweden, Belgium, Scotland, Italy 

and France. 

www.canalmidi.com 

Web site on “Canal du midi”: history, maps, drawings, pictures and tourism 

www.canal-du-midi.org  

Web site on “Canal du midi”: history, maps, drawings, pictures and tourism 

www.canal-de-bourgogne.com  

History, maps, drawings and pictures of “Canal de Bourgogne” 

www.bernezac.com  

Web site on tourism  on the Atlantic coast (images on Royan landmarks) 

www.littoral33.com/cordouan   

Comprehensive Web site on Cordouan light house: history, maps, pictures 

www.cantal-équipement.gouv.fr 

History and pictures of “Tunnel du Lioran” 

www.atmb.net 

History and pictures of “Tunnel du Mont-Blanc” 

www.trains-ft.org/ahicf  

Web site of “Association pour l’histoire des chemins de fer en France” 

www.webvdr.com 

Web site of “La vie du rail” 

www.vieux-saint-etienne.com 

Web site of “Les amis du vieux Saint-Etienne” 

http://asso-harel-de-la-noe.org   

Web site of “Association pour la mémoire et la notoriété de Louis Harel de la Noë” 

www.techno-science.net  

Web site of information on science and technology news  

http://pagesperso-orange.fr/florent.brisou/    

Web site of information dealing with railways lines    
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Web sites of international Associations 

 

http://content.asce.org/history/index.html  

American Society of Civil Engineers : Website of the History and Heritage Commettee . 

Remarkable data base of civil engineering landmarks and Engineers gallery (mainly in the US).  

www.archi.fr/DOCOMOMO-FR/fichier-docomomo.htm  

Website of the French branch of « DOcumentation et la COnservation des édifices, sites et 

ensembles urbains du MOuvement Moderne  . Information and pictures of French emblematic 

works.  

http://www.eccenet.org/Activities/Heritage.html 

Web site of “European Council of civil engineers”. Information and pictures of emblematic works 

in European countries. 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/35/?patrimoi.htm=&  

UNESCO World Heritage Centre. List and picture of sites (including a few civil engineering 

landmarks. 

http://fr.wikipedia.org  

Web site of “Wikipédia encyclopedia”. Much information and images in the Transport chapter.  

http://heritage.csce.ca/ 

Web site of the Canadian Society of Civil Engineering. Canadian Civil Engineering History and 

Heritage 

www.ice.org.uk/ 

Web site of the UK Institution of Civil Engineering. Books and images on history and heritage. 

 

 




